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Sample Op-Ed

Back-to-school season is full of fresh starts. New teachers, new classrooms, and new opportunities remind us that education is one of the best investments we can make. While families are busy checking off school supply lists, it's also a great time to think about preparing for the educational opportunities that lie ahead.

Planning for the future doesn't have to be overwhelming. Small, consistent steps taken today can help create more choices tomorrow. That's exactly what a 529 plan is designed to do.

A 529 plan provides families with a tax-advantaged way to save for future education expenses. Earnings grow tax-free, and qualified withdrawals remain tax-free. Whether your child dreams of attending a university, community college, technical school, or another eligible institution, saving early can make those goals more attainable.

Education costs continue to evolve, but so do 529 plans. Funds may be used for tuition, fees, books, room and board, supplies, and other qualified education expenses. Starting early gives savings more time to grow and gives families greater flexibility as their student's plans develops.

For more than three decades, 529 plans have helped millions of families prepare for future education expenses. Today, nearly every state offers a plan, giving families across the country access to a proven, tax-advantaged way to invest in education.

{INSERT STATE SPECIFIC PROGRAM INFO AND DATA}

As you prepare your family for another successful school year, remember that the best back-to-school checklist doesn't stop with notebooks and backpacks. Taking one step today to save for tomorrow can help open doors for the opportunities that lie ahead.
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