
Step-by-Step Checklist for Starting a 529 Plan

12. Prepare for Withdrawals Later

11. Review Annually

10. Invite Family and Friends to Gift

9. Set Up Automatic Saving

8. Fund the Account

7. Open the Account

6. Pick the Best Plan for You

5. Compare Plans

4. Check Your State's Plan First

3. Learn the Basics

2. Choose Who the Account Is For

1. Define Your Education Goal

Decide what expenses you want to cover (tuition only, 
or tuition + room, board, books, etc.).

Estimated future costs using a college cost calculator

Set a rough savings target


